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Chapter 40 — Confucius says

FH : ZFMRIZ + RINEF ? The Master said:  “To learn, and from time to time, to practice what you learn, isn’t that joy
indeed?” My first introduction to Confucius was in primary school, when we would share “Confucius says” pearls of wisdom that,
I’'m pretty sure, Confucius never said. Still, even as nine-year-olds, we all knew the name, Confucius. | can’t think of any other
Chinese historical figure that had that kind of name recognition.

The writings and teachings of Confucius are one of the “3 pillars of Chinese Culture” (the other two being Daoism and Buddhism).
The impact of Confucius on, not only China, but Japan, Korea, and much of south-east Asia, is immense. In much the same way as
teachings from the Bible, the Quran, and the Torah continue to influence the way people in the West and the middle-east behave
today, Confucianism continues to inform both behavior and relationships in much of Asia. Yet, Confucius claimed not to be a
religious teacher. The man we call Confucius is known by most Chinese as LT Kdngzi, or fL7XF Kdng Fazi. Born in BCE 551,
Confucius lived in the “Spring and Autumn Period” during the Eastern Zhou Dynasty about 500 years before the birth of Christ. He
was born in the town of i E. QUfu in the province of LI # Shandong.

Confucius believed that the sages of old truly understood social harmony and had, through the Book of History (4% Sha Jing) and
the Book of Odes (74X Shi Jing), made that wisdom available to people living during the time of Confucius. By studying both Zhou
and Shang societies, religion, and political institutions, the chaotic state of affairs which existed during the Spring and Autumn
period could be rectified. In addition to the classics, there was also a rich oral history that surrounded Confucius. He loved hearing
stories of the legendary Kings preceding the Zhou Dynasty. He recounted many of these stories and lessons of life in the Analects

(&g Lanyl), a collection of his thoughts and dialogues with his disciples. The Confucian Analects is one of the Four Books and the
Five Classics (& T.4% SishG WUjing), which are the classical texts compiled after Confucius’ death, and which make up the core
of Confucianism.

Confucius felt it was his mission to instruct rulers at high levels of government in order to revitalize learnings that had been around
for centuries. He believed that the “rites, rituals, and ceremonies” (¥4 IV) had been developed over generations of human wisdom
and that they represented core social values and helped create social order.



Confucius also stressed virtues like 1= rén, sometimes translated as “righteousness” or “humanity” or even “love” or “kindness.”
Human beings live together in harmony only by continuing to nurture their own inner character through education and reflection.
One of the ways that people could begin to live in harmony was to adhere to the three fundamental bonds (=4 San Gang,) which
form the basis for the most important of human relationships. Although one cannot discount a hierarchy, there is equally a sense of
reciprocity in the definition of roles in these three relationships: 1) The ruler not only mentors the ministers but takes care of them

(ZE2 jun chén); 2) The father teaches, encourages, and protects the son (¥  fu zi); 3) The husband respects, supports and

nurtures the wife (X §& fafu.)

Confucius was the ultimate idealist. He believed that people could improve themselves and their interactions among their family
members and their states through love, respect, understanding, and consideration of the needs of others. Core to those
requirements was honesty ({5 xin) which meant being able to criticize unjust rulers and refuse to serve corrupt officials.

FE : “KTOIE AT - TREEBEFF” shui ké zai zhou ,  yi néng fu zhou - The Master said: “Water that floats a boat can also capsize it.

Good government demanded stellar officials who had mastered the five virtues:

1. Li (12 IV), propriety, ritual etiquette, manners, duty, and respect. Confucius clearly identified roles between rulers and
ministers, fathers and sons, husbands and wives, elder brothers and younger brothers and even friends.

2. Ren (1Z rén), benevolence, or kindness to one’s fellow man. Confucius believed that there should be no limit to benevolence,
even if it means laying down one’s life for another.

3. Xin (fS xin), honesty, truthfulness, faithfulness, and sincerity. One’s word is one’s bond.

4. Yi (38 i), righteousness, honesty, integrity; strongly associated with justice

5. Zhi (& zhi), wisdom, knowledge of right and wrong; a strong moral compass

FH . REMEH - oILUEEIZE - 7 Ziyué: “Weén gl ér zhi xin, ké yi wéi shi yi.”
The Master said: “One cannot be an outstanding teacher, without continuing to acquire new knowledge.”



Qufu, the birthplace of Confucius, is about 200 miles west and a little bit south of Qingdao. It was not an exciting venue for middle
school kids, but fortunately, Pan Laoshi knew interesting stories about the young Confucius. We visited the Confucius Temple, the
Confucius family mansion, and the Confucius family cemetery. Confucius would have probably appreciated the temple complex that
was built to honor him at his birthplace. The 460 rooms in the complex covers an area of over 16,000 square meters and reminded
me of walking through the Forbidden City in Beijing. The walls are painted red, and the roof-tiles are yellow. The entire complex was
surrounded by dark green pine trees. On Confucius’ grave is written the name he was given after his death by Emperor Xuanzong of

the Tang Dynasty: “ A 2 E X E T (Dachéng zhi shéng wénxuan wang) “ “The Lord Propagator of Culture Ultimate Sage and

Great Accomplisher."




